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loss to know what he should do. *““The
fact is, Mrs. Van Twiller, I shall have to
be going —at once.”

“Going?"" echoed his hostess in amaze-
ment ““Going? But my dear Nelson,
this is preposterous!  You belong to us
this evening. It has been understood
for a month.™

“Yes—1 hoped so—in fact—up o a
short time ago,” Nelson faltered: *‘hut
—AMajor Van Twiller wishes me to go—
on a matter—on a matter in which re-
fusal is impossible.”

"\'\‘h\‘ Merle, how inconsiderate!” ex-
lated M Van Twiller in her mild

ve wav. *'1 shall insist uwpon a

«nt arrangement.  Aileen and 1 de-
pend almost entirely on Nelson for the
spirit ‘m-I success of the evening.  Yon
know he Is the cotilllion. Really this

altle: X I
to-morrion."”
nat postpone it,
sedd Waooster,

is unre: iness certainly

Mrs.
e

A wall | eXpress my reprets o
Aileen—the stiom is ome in which
delay is out of the question.”

Major Van Twiller had made no reply.
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i lve to-nig ht th: send Mr.
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Vi Twal vn his overhanging

brows in 1 OVATICE There
WeTe Teasons on why he could
1wt reveal to h vife what had b
taking place. And yet he had ord

his house as a th

-\\'. Wister

traitor, predicament in
found himsell w rallingr.
Once more W answered in his
tead. ““The ue is one of some
he swid. ' It—voncerns me
1t does .\I.'ljllf Van
no ome transacts business at

his hostess siste «l.  “*We cannot

night,”

i It entirely too Lite
1o rangements, Merle
vou pi tel]l Mr, Wooster that you
him to and attend your other
at s at a reusonable hour?”

"W v see that Nelson wishes
| tor g hushand. He flinched

pires r Wooster's given name.

“He d say so 1o please you, 1
know,"" Vin Twiller replied. *'1
{shall be v much vexed indeed if you
insist ant. I wish him to
‘:-i_‘- 15 li"l'i‘*'.‘ '-h‘_' es-
tiom at once? " She leaned upon a chuar
and tapped her foot upon the Hoor im-
pdtiently.

"Well —Wooster—TI wich vou to stay!™
commanded the Major sharply

“Thank you, dear.” said his wif
“Now 1 wish vou would kindly get me
the imomds from the safe

Mijor Van Twiller stared for a4 moment
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| A HAPPY TIME

| When the reckless vouth, with talls unpaid,
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at his wife, then at the sinister iron hox
in the cormer, and finally at Wooster,
whose face was white and drawn. A new
conception of the recent atfair occurred
to the Major’s mind. He had failed to
think of the diamonds in the safe before,
as they nearly alw: were kept in
down-town safe-deposit for the absolute
security that was not afforded here.

It all broke upon him ¢learly.  Wooster
had forced the safe for the necklace.
Uniuestionably the stones were now in
his pocket. The perspiration broke out

il

on the Major’s brow, not only at the re-
flection of how near he had heen to order-
ing Wooster to begone with the jewels
Tt a sudden thourht of the ne
and exceedingly  disagreeable turn 1o
which he looked forward the moment the
sife should be opened, reveahng the ab-
sence of the diamonds.  What he would

also at

do then, he ecould not for the life of him
determine.
All of went tlashinge through his
md in the briefest time. Then a
4 me, at once generomns and strategic,
sugrested  itself to his ingenuity. He
would give Wooster one fair chance to

It would save

restore the stones. V-
thing—for the moment at le: nd the
thief could be dealt with later, in a

nner no less thorough for the slight
e v,
**Nelson,™

the

S

he said, *"just open
fe for me, will you please? 1 don’t
by gas-light. This is the key
The combination 1s

54
very well
to the inside

< L
Wooster would grasp at this op-
unity to smpEele the necklace from
his ]'Ui'in'1 and !-I‘:'I"T“I to take it froam
the hox, the older man had not the shight-
est doubit.

door.

*1—1 think—1T would rather vou wonld
open the vourself.” said Nelson, his
hedrt beating feariully at the mere

thought of

1 Ay AT hing that loath-

some lump of ironan the comer: “1—
never like to  know any private
combinations, You will exeuse me,
please.” |

“Oh, give the key to me! You keep |
me waiting interminably!™ said Mrs. Van
Twiller. Taking the kev from her hus-
hund, she went to the safe, and kneeling
on the floor manipulated the kaob with
a practised hand. |

Glaring at Wooster, whose attitude |
was now wholly inexplicable to his mind,
still convineed as he was of the vounger
man’s guilty possession of the necklace,
Van Twiller ted by the
pained but fearless look that met his |
gaze.

A moment later his astonishment sud- |
denily inereased.  With a noisy bang the |
hostess closed the iron door.  Her hus- |

turned and bheheld the glint of the |
onds she held 1n her hand.

With a tiny, inaudibile gasp of relief,
Aileen retreated from her place behind the |
curtain, and fled up-stairs, to join the|
ruests assembled there to dance. |

was  disconce
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SCIENCE REFUTED
1 1s cound will travel seven hundred miles an hour;
But we have known a yowlng cat of wondrous vocal power

and through the livelong night

but travel?—not a mite.

A WRONG INFERENCE
A word or clanse may now and then
Have meanings strange and varied
But it isn't a wooden wedding when
A pair of Poles are marmied.
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